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Michael Dinetz on Working
in China

8y S

Maksop  sffects
antist Michael Dinetz
fiails from the East Coast

and has been worlkis

in
California on film

for morz than

rs. Looling to

expang, he has constantly
been on the lockout for
additional opportunitiss
But the

thought he would end up living and worlking was on the other sida of the

tast placa that he

sarth.

This is ons Craiglist

v T sz this ad that  stodio in China nesded a

makeup s quota for a project naxt day the same 24 poppad up,

but for one month to teach a Chiness crew how to

1 put in a quote and I get this call from the writer-director-producer of
il Dust 1 told him that

and other o

Lust uld need to buy ovens, kitchen miners,

ecessary items from various countries.”

casle

= Dinztz had 2 workshop in his houss. It turns out that this produeer,

22id producer decided in Decamber 2007 to wisit California for a

Hen:

Luk from Honz Kong, had grown vp in the Hong Kong flm

=ot an séucation in the US. and now was opsaing = flm studic.

*After five minutes, he asked if I could handle 3 month of Chinese focd,”
Dinstz sxplained. “1 had to 2=t a visas and a list of materials that s=ded

to by

According to Dinstz instructions, Luk bought all of the mandatory
We bought 58,000

Heny's US. intem

squipment and materials from three differant suppliers.

worth of stuff for 3 month of training” saig Dinstz
was coordinating the purchass and sending me the pictures. This occursed
I touched down in Grangzhou, China on Jan. 7

has spant 10 months of the yesr in Chin ever si

over thres wes " Dinatz

Traveling sbost 15 hours from LA by plans when he arrived in

Janvary 2008, Dinstz first settled in at Ace Studiaz in Guangzhou, mainland

China. “I had to train 12 people with the help of a wonderful translator,
Fred Sun, who was 3 maintend Chinsss id who had studisd film at
ca of tachnical information T had

niversity.” he said. “He took avery pi

and accurataly translated it. The training
of 2008

2t on from January to February

Thinking that the =nd of the training also sisnaled the sad of his tanues
in China, Dinstz flaw back to the U5, but he soon went back to Ace Studios

and did another month of training, crdering more materials.

‘The stataside film that T had baen involved in got shelved, so T ended
darch 2008, z3id Dinstz.

US. department heads™ Soon, Dinetz saw a naw studio

p back in China at ths =nd Henry want=d to

start a crew

blossoming wader Luk °s leadership

Bur Luk was no stranzer to Amsricans. After working on Wall Strest

for 21 years doing commoditiss training and hadze find managing, Luk went
bookinz

v, he transformad the travel businass into an

back to Hong Kong and startad ona of tha first internat -bassd ticks!

agenciss After the 9/11 trapa
Thea in 2007, he wanf

zotten a little frustrated with the pr

IP outsourcing

to producs a musical. He had

squipment, s Luk decided to start his own studio. Grownd was broken, and

within nine months, the studio was built, including three sound stages &
4,000 to 12,000 squarz f22t and 2 small backlot

Awara of sue Im prouction mathods, Luk guickly brouzht in a
production designar, script suparvisor, stunt coordinator, and assistant

cameraman to train the lizhting crew and camera craw

«of them since the initial startup. “Right now, the US. cr:
production design: sa1d Dinetz. f
the first film in June 2008. The whole plan was that the st
its own films and also cater to outside productions. Henry is pitchinz 3

‘W did four months

packagz whare we give you up front cost savings.”

s shooting in Hong Kons is pricsy, Acs Studios was sstting scripts sant

in from many locations. To date, in less than thres vears, they havs had 30

and an assortment of

producers tour the studio, shooting & ture
pickups as two faatures dacided to chanss diractions in post. Also on thair
dlata have been industrials, commarcials, and music vidzcs for the Chinsss
matket. Shardow Guavd, Aes’s first Honz Kong action film, prodecad by

Bey Logan, is being released in Hong Kong theaters Jan. 27. Alo, recently

2dded to Ace’s wpooming slats is 3 19705 Japenssestvle slasher film from
Hons Kone. Cursatly, Acs is in pre-production on twe films — the first
maintand Chines

roducsr-diractor bassd out of LA has Asian-themed project for which he

sci-fi film =nd 3 Honz Konz action fitm. Ons potential

for location

will build the practical slaments at Acs, as wall as utilizing Ae:

v on As

<haoting in Hong Kong and naar tha stutio. In addition, ha will ral

40-person computer sraphics team for any zreenscreen and digital =

shots.

Dinstz now spends 10 months ost of the vear heading the makesp

cts and makeup department at Acs, though he maintains his prasenca in
LA with his Diabolic Design Studio,
partners, George Troester, an

which in his absenc is run by his

= artist and Elissa Prager, 2 maleup

=ople know P'min LA, T get calls

as a subcontractor as a moldmalcer,” Dinetz stated. “I also do some producer
utizs for Ace when Tm in LA — snalyzing scripts, erssting preliminary

budgating and brazkdowns, and talling to people at the studia.”

According to Dinstz, what remains vnigus abost China is that it is
diverse and everything can be manufactured in the region, including props

and custom equipment. “For instance, building a small frontier town isnota

2ot a project, lat us s22 it,” said Dinastz. “Our zuys at the
studio are still fladgling, but they hava handlad fust about anything that you

theow at them quits well”
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